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February month’s topic

Air Pollution
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Nagpur is all set to take the air pollution test!

Do you have questions about the quality of air that you breathe while moving around the busy
streets of Nagpur? Well, you might have some answers soon.

An interactive art installation in the form of giant-sized ‘breathing’ lungs will demonstrate the
lethal impact of polluted air on human health in industry-heavy Nagpur.

Titled- ‘The Billboard that Breathes’ these ‘artificial’ lungs have been put up on the footpath
outside the KRIMS Hospital on Central Bazaar road in Nagpur. The installation was unveiled on 23
February 2020 in the presence of Hema Deshpande of MPCB, Corporator and Ex Mayor Pravin
Datkey, Dr.Sameer Arbat, Pulmonologist, KRIMS Hospital, R} Naman, Radio Mirchi, Leena Buddhe,
Founder of ‘Centre For Sustainable Development’, Bhagwan Kesbhat the Founder of Waatavaran
Foundation and Shikha Kumar, Campaigns Manager at Jhatkaa.org.

This initiative is by Jhatkaa.org, a digital advocacy organisation, in collaboration with Waatavaran,
an environmental organisation and Centre For Sustainable Development, KRIMS Hospital and
amplified by Radio Mirchi .

What are these ‘lungs on billboard’:

The lungs are fitted with HEPA (High Efficiency Particulate Air) filters. The same filters are used
inside the operation theatres, anti-pollution masks and other places to trap dust. A pair of fans
fixed at the back of the billboard suck in air to mimic the functioning of lungs while breathing.

Over the next few days and weeks, particulate matter from dust pollution and vehicular emissions
will begin getting trapped in the HEPA filters. This will lead to the lungs changing colour- from
chalk-white to brown to black. The billboard is also fitted with a digital air quality monitor that will
record and display the real-time Air Quality Index (AQl).

About the location:The location near KRIMS hospital has not been chosen to showcase the most
polluted place in Nagpur, but to simply create a larger awareness about the health impact of air
pollution. Doctors highlight the health emergency:
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"People often confuse bad visibility with bad air. Air pollution is all around us as air has no
boundaries. It’s high time Nagpurians take air pollution seriously” said Dr Sameer Arbat
Pulmonologist from KRIMS hospital.

Campaigners demand State Government to act on air pollution:

Bhagwan Kesbhat, Founder of Waatavaran an environmental NGO, said that it's a matter of shame
for every person living in Maharashtra that our state happens to be one of the most polluted State
in the country today with the highest number of non-attainment cities. “We urge the government
to take this critical issue impacting the health of every resident of Nagpur seriously. The
Maharashtra State government under the new leadership should lead from the front by going
beyond the minimal national standards of 20-30 percent reduction and set higher

standards of reductions for itself and achieve it,” he said.

“We had an amazing response to this installation when we put it up in Mumbai in January this
year. Watching the lungs change colour and turn black, that too in just two weeks (in Mumbai), is
an alarming reminder of how serious air pollution is, and the urgent need to tackle it. Industrial
emissions are a huge contributor to toxic air in Nagpur, and through a public initiative like this we
hope to drive action on both fronts - from individuals as well as from the government,” said Shikha
Kumar, Campaigns Manager, Jhatkaa.org.

“All Nagpurians need to raise a very strong and collective voice against air pollution that threatens
not only our health but is also severely impacting the health of our children. We will try and bring
as many as people, especially children to see these lungs to ensure that the awareness on air
pollution grows,” said Leena Buddhe, Founder of Centre for Sustainable Development.

Sudhir Paliwal, Convener, Vidarbha Environment Action Group (VEAG) and Nagpur Climate Crisis
(NCC) sharing his opinion said, had these faux lungs been installed at a busy roads like Central
Avenue or any other area where there is high vehicular traffic or industrial activity, they would
have changed colour in a very short span of time. “We hope that certain people with vested
interest do not conclude that Nagpur is not a polluted city just in case the lungs installed at
Ramdaspeth takes a longer time to go black,” he said.

The lung billboard was inaugurated by 7 yr old Soham Tilmare.
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Principal’s message

Dear Students

| take this opportunity to appreciate the zeal and enthusiasm of
the whole Abhivyakti team in carrying forward the intellectual
endeavour in the form of e- magazine. Air Pollution is the theme
of this month e magazine. Air Pollution is the burning topic
across the world and various International environmental
summit are organised to address the issues and concerns about
air pollution. The air quality index of the Delhi was the national
news of concern for the whole nation. It raises the grave concern
about the Poisonous air we inhale and infact Delhi was rated
most Polluted city of the world. Keeping in mind the gravity of
this situation we are coming out with this February month issue
of Abhivyakti e-Magazine on the theme of ‘Air Pollution’. | hope
this issue will try to explore this topic in a better way and wiill
come out with awareness and responsible actions to address
‘Air Pollution’ effects in a better way by our students who
deserve to have a safe environment to survive and sustain in
future.

!! Happy Reading!!
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Activities of the February month

8™ Feb-National level Conference was held by Psychology
Department
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R.S. Mundie Dharampeth Arts &
Commerce College, Kagpet
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9t Feb-Youth Parliament Student achiever
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Felicitation of Dr.Satish Chafle on the occasion of

Shri Chatrapati Shivaii iavanti at Nagpur University )
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NCC Camp
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NSS Camp
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11" Feb-A Guest Lecture on Career
Guidance

A Guest lecture was organised by BBA and BCCA Department on 11/02/2020 on
“Career Guidance”. The resource person was Dr. Ashish Linge. 72 students from BBA,
BCCA and B.Com were benefited. The speaker guided the students about Goal
setting, importance of English Communication and need for awareness about the
job market. The function was presided by Dr. R.G. Ashtikar, Principal of the college.
The programme was coordinated by Prof. A.G. Deshpande.
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17" Feb-A Guest Lecture by Political
Science Department

Department of Political science organised a guest lecture on thought of J.S Mill on
17 th Feb 2020 from 9. 30 to 10.30 am in Welankar sabhagruh. The department
invited Dr. Sheela Khedikar as guest from VMV college. The lecture was attended by
students and faculty members of Political Science department. She inspired the
student by her inspiration thought.

The guest speaker was heartly welcomed by Dr. Ashtikar sir, principal of
Dharampeth college. The session was very interactive and student participated
enthusiastically. The anchoring was done by Mrs. Shital Bonde.The vote of thanks
was given by Dr Diwan sir HOD of Political Science department.
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Send your articles, write up
Or other related matter for this e-magazine

at abhivyakti2019rsm@gmail.com

Guiding Spirit of the e-Magazine

1. Dr. Rajiv Ashtikar
2. Dr. Manju Dubey

3. Prof. Varsha Jape
4. Dr. Satish L. Chaple
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